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Students urged to enj 0y a noise-free festival

GURGAON:In the light of rising pol-
lution levels in Gurgaonand the
Supreme Court'sbanonthesale
offire crackers, city schools have
advised the studentstocelebrate
a‘green’ Diwall without bursting
crackers.

Several activities such as skit
competition, lantern making,
dance competition, poster mak-
ing, diya and rangoli decorations
wereheld todrive home the mes-
sage and reinforce the pledge to
celebrate agreen Diwall.

OnOctober 13, the Punjaband
Haryana high court delivered a
judgment allowing residents to
burst crackers for just three
hours on Diwali — between
6.30pm and 9.30pm.

Students were alsoapprised of
thefact that Diwaliisnot one-day
festival, but, infact, partofafive-
day festivity comprising Dhan-
teras, Chhoti Diwali, Diwali,
Govardhan Poojaand Bhai Dooj.
Principals and teachers also
made the students aware of cus-
tomsand tradition surrounding
these festivals.

“Wededicated theentire week
towards helpingchildren under-
stand the harmful of impact of
burstlng cratkers on our envi-
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We shota videoofchildren taking
a pledge to celebrate a safe and
noise-free Diwali and shared it
with their parents,” Neeti C
Kaushik, principal, Mount Olym-
pus School, said.

“In our bid to sensitise chil-
dren on the need to celebrate a
green and cracker-free Diwali,
pre-primary students, from Nur-
sery to class 5, palnted diyas and

notocrackers’. Allmid-level and
senfor students wereexhortedto
have a cracker-free and green
Diwali and involve people from
economically weaker sectionsin
celebrating the Festival of
Lights," Monica Sagar, principal,
Shiv Nadar School, said.
Children of expats enacted
variouscharactersfrom theepic
Ramayanain ‘LaghuRamayan’,
astage performance by students

of Lancer International Schoolon
Tuesday.

Kimaya, aresident of Austria
who played the roleof Sita, said “1
look forward to Diwali each year
asitis myfavouritefestival. 1cel-
ebrated the festival of lights in
Austrialast year and this would
bemy first Diwaliin India. Being
agirl, itis, indeed, empoweringto
see people worshipping Goddess
Laxmi. Turge people tospread the
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message of kindness and cele-
brate the festival vibrantly.”
Aposter-making competition
was at Suncity School
for students of Class 3 and 4

VegaScmoledeleemets ‘
about using one’s resources
responsibly and for the greater
good of the society. A special
assembly on Diwali will be hosted
on Wednesday by the students
wherein the grade5learners will
performa ‘Nukkad Natak (street
play)’ with the aim of spreading
awareness on safe and environ-
ment-friendly ways of celebrat-
ing Diwali,

Schools also highlighted haz-
ards, including pollution, fire,
burns and animal-related inju-
ries, to make learners under-
stand the need to celebrate
responsibly. “Theecoclubofthe
institution has been working
hard tospread awareness on this
issue among students. The club
membersstaged nukkad-nataks,
short skits and also organised
in-school rallies. Intra-school
competitions suchasslogan writ-
ing, poster-making, declamation
and debate on a cracker-free
Diwali was conducted enthusias-
tically by the teachers and the
students,” Vaibhav Kapoor, prin-
cipal, Ajanta Public School, said.




